
 
 

Chairman’s Comments 

Welcome to our spring newsletter including the programme of walks for 

March to June.   We have been able to continue with the programme of 

the Canal & Countryside walks, which are offered in conjunction with 

West Lancashire Borough Council.   These provide good publicity and 

have attracted many non-members, some of whom have then joined 

WLFG.   Please encourage your friends and acquaintances to give our 

walks a try.   We welcome non-members for up to three WLFG walks, and 

anyone can come on any number of the Canal & Countryside walks    

Daytime walks will not exceed 6 miles, and the Canal & Countryside walks 

will not exceed 4 miles, with a slightly slower pace to accommodate less 

experienced walkers (leaders please note!).   Thanks to Ann for arranging 

the walks programme, to all the leaders and to the committee whose 

hard work enables us to continue to provide a valuable service to the 

walkers of West Lancashire.  

The annual Green Fayre at Beacon Park, Dalton this year is on 20th and 

21st July.   Organised by West Lancashire Borough Council, it is a 

celebration of the countryside and countryside living.   West Lancashire 

Ramblers have taken a stall on behalf of both groups and we will be 

manning the stall to publicise the groups and to promote the idea of 

walking.   Do come, bring the family, and enjoy the wide range of 

activities.  

           Peter 
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Footpath news  

We have continued to report obstructions and hazards to LCC and to 

parish councils. These include broken stiles in Burscough and- in 

Bretherton. Please let us know of other problems you encounter. It is 

interesting to see that many stiles in South Ribble have been replaced by 

excellent metal kissing gates, and it is reported that there have been 

similar improvements in the Chorley area.It would be good to see such 

work being done in West Lancashire. After many complaints Burscough 

FP74  (by the former Red Lion) has been re-opened. If you live in the area 

please continue to monitor this path. Similarly please keep an eye on the 

Ron Gordon Way in Aughton and the Smith Way in Ormskirk. We do not 

want these to be allowed to deteriorate. 

 

Membership Matters 

The current membership of the WLFG stands at 81, with at least 
another 25 still needing to consider their renewal status.   This 
keeps us well on track to keeping the membership at a viable 
size.   It is also encouraging that we have gained 13 new members 
so far this year. 

           John. 

 

Committee Contact Numbers 

Peter Fletcher Chairman and Footpath Inspector 01704 542661 

Post currently vacant Secretary  

Ann Robinson Rambles Secretary 01695 571303 

John Partington Membership & Gift Aid Secretary 01695 421408 

Karen Jennings Treasurer 01695 570349 

Doreen Bird Footpath Inspector 0151 526 5625 

Roger Eastham Footpath Inspector 01695 576227 

Christine Hill Footpath Inspector 01772 816486 

Tommy Wadkin 
Footpath Inspector & 
Maintenance 

01695 735785 

 



THE LOCAL FOOTPATH NETWORK 

 

Lancashire comprises 12 borough councils, not including the unitary 

authorities of Blackpool and Blackburn.   David Kelly (Secretary of the 

Mid-Lancashire Area of the Ramblers) has kindly provided us with 

details of the rights of way in Lancashire.   He explained that ‘link’ in 

the following list refers to the elements in MARIO showing Public 

Rights Of Way (PROW).   Usually there is one link for each PROW, but 

sometimes it may have been split into different links for convenience, 

for example where it crosses a road or track. 

The following list gives the length of rights of way in each of the areas 

and the number of different paths which comprise the total. 

Ribble Valley: 1210 km,  3371 links.     Rossendale: 663 km,  2856 links  

Lancaster: 647 km,  1544 links          Pendle: 621 km,  2747 links 

Chorley: 480 km,  1614 links.          Wyre: 399 km  1034 links  

West Lancashire: 389 km,  995 links.    Burnley: 355 km,  1417 links  

Preston: 272 km,  807 links.           Hyndburn: 237 km,  1055 links  

South Ribble: 192 km,  608 links.          Fylde: 126 km,  274 links 

      Total for Lancashire County Council:  5589 km,  18322 links 

It would be good if we could walk all the footpaths in West Lancashire, 

but it can be seen that we would have to check nearly 1000 paths 

covering around 240 miles.   We do our best!   Some parish councils do 

check all their footpaths periodically.   Since LCC are responsible for 

nearly 3500 miles of footpaths, they have to prioritise action on 

reports.   Number of reports received is a factor, so we need to 

encourage locals to complain by sending an email to 

prowreports@lancashire.co.uk).   We need to pay particular regard to 

health & safety issues or clear attempts to obstruct a right of way. 
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